. Sueetabiglift on the same day  apil. A reading below

" S&P’s 500 index rose 23.73, or deep factory-sector recessio

_/BUSINESS

. ects ~— including homes. And -

~ & Poor’s 500 index and Nasdaq . “jshed, That woiil bo

Ecommv | Consumer
spending, construction .
and manufacturing
reports lift markets

: WJEANNIN
T TH'BASSOCIATED PRESS »

WASHINGTON—fFresh signs poly ]
emergedMondaythatﬂle reces: .. meani that showed U.S: man
sion is letting up. facturing activity shrlnkmg at

Manufacturing's shde is. 4 slower pace Wlav: R
slowing. Builders are boosting : i
spending on construction proj-

consumers arent cuttingbackas .- he 1nst1tutes"mdex came 'm -
much-as some had feared. 7 at42.8 - its highest'since’ Sep-" '
A trio of reports gave Wall  (ember and up from 40,1 in

thatindustrial icon General Mo~ jndicates activity cont

tors Corp. filed for bankruptcy byt the fetire sur ass
protection. The federal govern--  gmjsts’ f{,%gcastq p_ o
ment is taklng_ a majority owii- Importantly, an mdex of new '_ P
ership stake in the company,  grders: placed with U. S facto- S
which announced new plant ries Tose to'51.1 in Ma "
closings. the first time this barometer had - Sea
Investors and economists fo- grown since November 2007,
cused instead on the encourag-  the month before therecession " il
ing news about the économy. - pegan, LI
The Dow Jones industrial av- - Apd' buiginesses’ mv s

erage jumped 221 points, ot ghrank sugsesti lies
2.6 percent. And the Standard.  will'soon ngegec? tsilg] suPP les

composite reached theirhighest o diiction, aidi o
Ievels this year. The Dowended Eormc activity.” ‘g :

the day at 8,721.44, its highest”  “Tpp- data add o mountmg
close since early January. Thé  ayidence of ari abatem tin th

2.6 percent, to 942,87, while the said CliffWaldmen; economistat
NaStd?qlr%szg %‘é 35,01 3.1 Per-  Manufacturers Alliance/MAPLa
cent, 10 - manufacturing résearch group:. might be: months a :

What looked like a flicker of “The Worst as cIearlypa ed gl 0%) al economic pic t");e
light at the end of the tunnel is for U.S. factories;” _he SE_l_ld.‘ mams dlffxcult an d fl




